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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Parents, 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter.  
 
The news of Cardinal George Pell's conviction on historical child sexual abuse charges has generated widespread media 
coverage. Brisbane’s Archbishop Mark Coleridge, who is the President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
and has recently attended the Vatican Summit on the Protection of Minors, has made this statement: 
  
The news of Cardinal George Pell’s conviction on historical child sexual abuse charges has shocked many across 
Australia and around the world, including the Catholic Bishops of Australia. The Bishops agree that everyone should 
be equal under the law, and we respect the Australian legal system. The same legal system that delivered the verdict 
will consider the appeal that the Cardinal’s legal team has lodged. Our hope, at all times, is that through this process, 
justice will be served. In the meantime, we pray for all those who have been abused and their loved ones, and we commit 
ourselves anew to doing everything possible to ensure that the Church is a safe place when for all, especially the young 
and vulnerable. 
  
Like Archbishop Coleridge, I know that all members of our community will keep in their prayers all those who have 
been abused, whether that abuse occurred in a family, institutional, church or other environment. 
  
Brisbane Catholic Education’s priority is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all of our students. We do everything 
possible to ensure that our schools are safe places for all. This includes comprehensive and effective student protection 
policies and procedures and annual training for all staff. Any allegations of abuse in any of our schools is immediately 
reported to police. 
  
You will find full details of our student protection procedures on our website and on the Brisbane Catholic Education 
website. Please feel free to discuss these with me at any time. 
  
I thank you for your continuing support of our school, students and families. 
  
Year 5 Camp 
Our Year 5 children head off on the annual Year 5 Camp to Lake Ainsworth tomorrow. 
They will be accompanied by the Year 5 teachers, Maria Dau, Joshua Smith and myself/ 
Shandel Flynn. The children will enjoy beach activities while spending social time with 
their peers. I’m sure that they will have a great experience. 
 
Year 6 Leadership Day 
Well done to all of the Year 6 children who joined in the Leadership Day last week. The theme of Indigenous 
Language was present in the liturgy and the activities and song that was celebrated. 
 
Enrolments 2020 
We are currently accepting enrolments for the 2020 school year. If you know someone who is interested in attending 
Guardian Angels, please let them know that it is now time to download the Application Form from the school website. 
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OSHC Parking Issue 
Parking bays at the front of the OSHC are reserved for families who are dropping off or picking up children from the 
centre. All other families should be using the drop off/pick up zone at the front of the school or the car park at the back 
of Prep. Thank you in anticipation. 
 
Catholic Swimming Carnival 
Congratulations to the GA Swimming Team who won 
the Catholic Swimming Carnival last Friday. Thank you 
to Marty McGregor, Anthony and all of the staff who 
assisted and to the children who gave their best effort all 
day. 
 
Staff News 
Please keep Bernard Kearney and his family in your prayers this week. Bernard’s brother passed away on Saturday 
after a battling illness. Bernard will be away on Friday. 
Bernard Kearney will be attending an APA meeting tomorrow. 
I will be at the Year 5 camp on Wednesday and Thursday and in Brisbane on Friday for some Principal meetings. 
Shandel Flynn will be attending the Year 5 camp on Friday. 
Kathy O’Brien and Jo Makin will assist with any urgent matters on Friday. 
Jo Makin, Brenton Edwards and Karen Bartley Beal will attend a STEM Symposium next Monday and Tuesday. 
 
Hope you have a great week!  
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Montgomery 
Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

Lost Property 
Please put your child’s name on all of their uniform and lunch boxes and water bottles also as it helps us to return any 
lost items ASAP.  
 
NAPLAN Online 2019 
Guardian Angels will again be participating in NAPLAN Online this year. NAPLAN Online assesses the same literacy 
and numeracy skills as the paper-based tests but in an online format and students will use the devices they use regularly 
in the classroom to complete the tests.  
 
Our Year 3 and 5 students are scheduled to complete their testing between 14 to 24 May with practice testing now being 
planned for each class from March to ensure each of our students is familiar with the new way of testing and well 
prepared.  
 

One of the advantages of our students competing NAPLAN Online is that their results 
are expected to come back within weeks rather than months. While NAPLAN is just one 
of many assessment methods to track your child’s progress, this quick turnaround will 
mean the results can better inform classroom practice and help advance your child’s 
learning here at Guardian Angels. 
  
Students and parents of all year levels who’d like to know more about NAPLAN Online 
are welcome to visit the public demonstration site public-demonstration-site . Here you 
can take a practice test and learn more about the special features of NAPLAN Online.   

 
Bernard Kearney 
Assistant Principal Administration  
 
 
 



 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Qualities of Angels 
Once again, this week’s Quality of Angels is SELF-DISCIPLINED. At Prayer Assembly 
this week, 6 White reminded us about what it means to be self-disciplined. They told us 
that being self-disciplined means displaying self-control. With self-discipline, you take 
charge of yourself. You understand that you are responsible for your actions. Self-
discipline is about making the RIGHT decisions. I would also like to remind everyone 
that being self-disciplined means that we have the ability to stop and think before we do 
so that we can make better choices about our words and actions. There will always be 
those times when we feel angry, upset or frustrated by others but by exercising self-
discipline, we can turn what could be a negative situation into a positive one. 
 
Monday Morning Cuppa and Catch Up 
We would like to invite any parents and friends attending Prayer Assembly next Monday 11 March to join the students 
from 3 Gold and Mrs Hayes for light refreshments served in the Kombumerri Centre Kitchen directly after the assembly 
concludes.    
  
Tuesday Parish Mass 
Year 3 students will join other members of our parish community to celebrate Eucharist at 9.00am mass next Tuesday 
12 March. Parents and friends are most welcome to attend. 
 
Ash Wednesday Parish Mass and School Liturgy 
This week the members of our Year 6 Social Justice Committee will attend Ash Wednesday mass commencing at 9.00am 
at Mary Immaculate Church. During this mass, ashes made from the palms used on Palm Sunday last year will be blessed 
and received by the attending students. These ashes will then be used to mark the foreheads of all students and staff at 
our whole school liturgy, commencing at 2.10pm in our school hall. Parents and friends are most welcome to join us at 
mass and/or for our Ash Wednesday liturgy. 

 
Ash Wednesday…Lent Begins 
Lent begins this week with the marking of ashes on Ash Wednesday. This is an important 
liturgical season for Catholics. When we receive ashes on our foreheads, we remember that 
we are baptised and that we are members of the body of Christ. The smudge on our 
foreheads also proclaims that identity to others. 
 
Ash Wednesday also marks the beginning of the annual Caritas Australia Project 
Compassion Appeal. The theme for Project Compassion 2019 is “Give Lent 100%”. In the 
words of Pope Francis, we must “Cultivate with love the seeds of goodness, beauty and 
truth that God sows in every new generation.” 

 
Throughout Project Compassion 2019, inspiring stories from the Zimbabwe, Indonesia, Soloman Islands, Australia, 
Bangladesh and Vietnam will highlight the importance of working hand in hand with communities around the world. 
Each week one of these stories will be shared with students in their classrooms and to our broader school community 
via the newsletter. 
 
This week each Guardian Angels student will receive a Project Compassion box. Your donations to Project Compassion 
allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic agency for international aid and development, to work towards a more just and fair 
world so please put your compassion into action this Lent by supporting this important appeal.  
 
At the end of this newsletter you will also find the 2019 Family Lent Calendar with some ideas of how you can participate 
fully in Lenten practices. It would be great if you could try some of these ideas as a family. 
 
GA Family Mass – Year 6 and Year 1 Buddies  
Thanks to the Year 6 and Year 1 students and their families who were able to attend the GA Family Mass on Sunday. It 
was great to see so many GA faces joining other members of the Southport Parish to celebrate Eucharist. Thanks also 
for the lovely morning tea provided by GA families – a great way to build the connections between the parish and school 
communities.  
 
 
 



GA Year 6 Leadership Day and Presentation of School Leader Badges 
Last Wednesday 27 February, all Year 6 students attended the Gold Coast Catholic Schools’ Leadership Day. They 
listened to a number of guest speakers who promoted the Year of Indigenous Languages and they participated in group 
activities that focused on the spirituality and cultural aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It was a 
great day and the students represented GA positively. 
 
Year 6 students have spent the last few weeks continuing to learn about how they can best lead our school community 
throughout 2019 and are now ready to receive their School Leader Badge at a special commissioning liturgy to be held 
on Wednesday 13 March commencing at 8.30am in the hall. We welcome all parents and friends to join us for this 
special occasion. 
 
Bullying. No Way! Day @ GA  
Next Friday 15 March is National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. Over the next couple of weeks, students 
will be involved in classroom activities that encourage them to take a stand against bullying – TOGETHER. To show 
our solidarity in support of the zero tolerance to bullying message, students are asked to wear something green such as 
a ribbon or t-shirt (no green hairspray please) on the day. Please note that this is not a free dress day and students are 
required to wear the shoes/socks, shorts, skirt, hat, etc. that they would usually wear on Friday.  
 
There are also ‘Bullying. No way!’ badges available for purchase. Pre-payment of a gold coin is required by 
Wednesday 13 March via an envelope that each child will receive later this week. Students will receive their badge on 
Thursday 14 March and these can be worn on Friday 15 March and throughout the following week.  
 
Information about National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence and about bullying in general can be found 
at the following link: http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/ 
 

 
 
Wishing you a joy-filled week. 
 
Shandel Flynn  
sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
CURRICULUM CORNER                         

 
Academic Competitions -ICAS & Australian Mathematics Competition: 
 
Parents who would like their children to participate in the 2019 Academic Competitions 
should look out for more information about entry fees in next week’s newsletter.  Here are the 
dates for your diaries.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benchmarking: 
Teachers in P-2 will be benchmarking their students over the next 3 weeks. Taking a reading benchmark allows teachers 
to have up to date data on each child’s reading progress and provide opportunities for targeted, responsive teaching.   
The take home books the children bring home each week are intended to be easily read to build confidence, fluency and 
expression.  Teachers will be using more challenging texts in the classroom for skill building. 
https://youtu.be/ocfZ-Tt7ybU 
Writing Analysis: 
Students in Years 3-6 will be completing a Cold Write in the coming weeks. This is a writing task without the usual 
teacher scaffolding, in the style of NAPLAN writing tasks. We do one of these each term and is a form of assessment 
that shows the writing skills and understandings that each child brings to an unknown topic. 
 
 
Learning Power :    
Here is Taira from Prep B 
who received a Learning 
Power award for his ability 
to work independently, 
confidently working on his 
own - just like Indi 
Independent says!   
https://youtu.be/ocfZ-
Tt7ybU 
 

 
 
Big Write of the Week: 
Lucy in 1B did an amazing job last week on her Big Write.  She interviewed a friend in the 
classroom on the Tuesday. On Wednesday she filled out the graphic organiser. On Thursday 
she did her Big Write and then on Friday she tried to edit it and then we shared it with our 
class. 

 
Special mention goes to Oscar in 5B for a clever, fluent and funny 
piece of writing that was noticed by one of our staff members this 
week. 
 
Angels Challenges:   
All students wanting to receive their badge in Term 4 should be 
underway with their challenges by this point in the term.  Further 
information can be found by using the Angels Challenges link at 
the bottom of the GA webpage.   
 
Happy days! 
Jo Makin 
Primary Learning Leader 
 
P & F NEWS                         

Tables are filling up for our ‘Trivia Night’ on the 23rd. There will be lots of fun and laughs, entertainment, great 
prizes, food and drinks. Book your table on Flexischools and don’t forget to dress up in your table theme. Going to be 
a fabulous night. 
 
School Banking Wednesday.  
 
Wishing all Yr. 5 students and teachers a safe and enjoyable camp this week to Lake Ainsworth. 
 
Have a happy week 
P & F Executive Committee  



MUSIC NEWS   

A Reminder About Practise 
Last week Year 5 did their first music assessment for 2019 during their band lessons. Some students had obviously 
practised and achieved high results. There were a few students who had not practised at all and were not able to play the 
assessment piece. This was terribly disappointing. 
  
In the next few weeks Year 6 and Year 4 have their first assessments for 2019. The expectation is that students are 
practising 3 times a week, (minimum) for 20- 30 minutes. This develops skill and technique, focus, self-discipline and 
resilience.  
  
Please Care for Your Instrument. 
Information was published two weeks ago about cleaning instruments. Please regularly inspect and clean musical 
instruments. 
  
Assembly Performances for Term 1 
  
Please find our assembly timetable below for the rest of Term 1.  
  

Week 5 Senior Band 

Week 6 Senior Band 

Week 7 Junior Choir singing, “Scooby Doo” and “The Wreck” 
Senior Band 

Week 8 Year 5 Band. Feature item, “Poker Face” 

Week 9 Jazz Band. Feature item, “Crazy Train” 

Week 10 Senior Choir singing “Rhythm of Life” and “We Will Rock You.” 
Senior Band 

 
Community Choir 
Will be on this week!!! If you love singing in a crowd come to Community singing on Friday morning at 7.30am in the 
hall. Run by the indisputably excellent Mrs. Rita Monteith this will challenge your early morning brain and prepare you 
for an energetic Friday. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Catharina Kemp - Music Teacher 
 
 
 
SPORT NEWS   

Gold Coast Catholic School Swimming Carnival 2019 
Congratulations to the Guardians Angels Swim Team who traveled to Miami Pool at Pizzey Park to compete in the 
Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival. 
We won the Junior Girls, Junior Boys, Senior Boys, Overall Boys, the school aggregate a trophy and Guardian Angels 
were crowned the Overall Champions. I would like to thank the whole team for all of their hard work!! A BIG shout out 
to SUPER COACH Anthony Heath for preparing and training the team so well! To Mrs. O’Brien, Miss Cunningham 
and Mr. Montgomery for their help on the day and to Miss Wendy for assisting in the school tent. I would like to also 
say a BIG thank you to the students for their fantastic attitude and participation in all races. It was a fabulous team effort 
and the students should be very proud of themselves. On the day we broke some records: 
8 & 9yr Boys Medley Relay GA 3.11.11 (old = 3.11.16) 
8yr Girls Backstroke: Sarah K 46.87 (old 49.96) 
  
Runners Club 
Will begin this Friday at 7:30am. All runners welcome. 
  
Marty McGregor 
mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au  



STUDENT OF THE WEEK   

Every student is important at Guardian Angels.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to 
children from each class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their awards from the 
Principal or Parish Priest at a full school assembly. 
Tanner D / Cruz S 6B, Declan C 6G,  
Ethan C 5B, Sariah M 5G, Amelia L 5M, Javier S 5W 
Jagger W 4G, Dane K 4M, Tamsyn P 4W 
Blake M 3B, Kade C 3M, Kalani C 3M, Chelsea B 3W 
Lucien D 2B, Marlee Q 2G, Brody R 2M, Amber H 2W 
Lily B 1B, Alicia L 1G, Archie V 1M, Eva A 1W 
Gianna B PG, Kiara W PM, Mia O PW 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS   

Group 3 – Week starting Monday 11th March 
Monday Carol Oshyer, Carleen Condon 
Tuesday Kim Litchfield 
Wednesday Chelsea Vinecombe 
Thursday Louise Hutchins, Sarah Bache 
Friday  Julie Jordan, Chelsea Horvat, Moira Edwards 
Baking  Fiona Prince, HOME BAKERS NEEDED PLEASE 
Sushi  Elaine Withers, Tracey Wicks 
 
Sorry for the inconvenience, Flexischool has changed providers and they are struggling to keep up with the orders on 
Friday’s.  I suggest you order the night before to help with this problem at the moment. 
All outstanding monies owing for children’s lunches must be paid this week. Reminder letters will be sent home 
again.  
Help is always needed in the Tuckshop. Please contact Rachel if you can volunteer rnowlan@bne.catholic.edu.au 
55100006 / 0410565393 
 

WHAT’S ON     

March 
06/08 Mar Yr 5 Camp – Lake Ainsworth 
18 Mar  Well Being Week @ GA 
19 Mar  Parish Mass – Year 6 
23 Mar  Trivia Night 
21 Mar  World Down Syndrome Day & Harmony Day 
26 Mar  Yr 5 Parish Mass 
April 
03 Apr  Holy Week Liturgy 
05 Apr   Last Day of Term 
19 Apr  Good Friday 
22 Apr  Easter Monday 
23 Apr  School Resumes 

Easter Liturgy 
24 Apr  ANZAC Day Liturgy 
  ANZAC Day Holiday 
  ANZAC Day March – Southport  

(all students welcome to participate)  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

A ust ra lian Mathemat ics Comp: W ednesda y 31st  July  

I CA S Digita l Technologies Tuesday 27th A ugust  

I CA S Science W ednesda y 28th A ugust  

I CA S W rit ing Tuesday 3rd September 

I CA S Spelling Bee Thursday 5th September 

I CA S English Tuesday 17th September 

I CA S Mathemat ics Thursday 19th September 

Jo Makin  
jmakin@bne.ca t holic.edu.au

Contact :

2019 ACADEM I C 

COM PETI T I ON S

I C A S &  A USTRA LI A N  M A TH S C O M PETI T I O N

Dates for your dia ry:   

Please  note,  if  students a re absent  on the sit tng da te,  

they w ill have  one make-up da te on the nex t  school day .



 
 



 
 


